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PHR 500: Conceptual Foundations and Philosophy of Human Rights
Final Examinations
November 2016

INSTRUCTION
Answer Section A and any TWO questions from Section B

Section A: Compulsory (40 marks)

1.

Discuss with reference to specific examples the argument that human rights are
derived from the inherent dignity of the human person and are defined
internationally, nationally and locally by various law making bodies. (40 marks)

Section B: Answer any TWO questions (60 marks)

2.

With specific reference to Africa debate the challenges to the Universality and
Inalienability of human rights. (30 marks)

- With specific to Mary Wollstonecraft, give a summary of her key arguments in her

book, A Vindication of the Rights of Women and the relevance of her arguments to the
promotion and protection of women'’s rights as human rights in Africa. (30 marks)

- Critically discuss any FOUR philosophical arguments put forward by Kant

regarding human rights and morality and their relevance in today’s society. (30
mariks)

. Jack Donnelly wrote: “It is individuals, not groups that have rights to food, health

care, work, social security, due process, freedom of expression, protection against
discrimination......” (p.20). Assess the strengths and weaknesses of this argument.
(30 marks)

. Using specific examples discuss the impact the Age of Enlightenment had throughout

the world regarding our understanding of human rights, scientific thought,
intellectual exchange, skepticism, society, culture and politics. (30 marks)

. Compare and contrast any TWO human rights philosophers regarding their views

on state of nature, human rights, social contract and the sovereign or government.
(30 marks)

- With specific reference to philosophical viewpoints, debate the argument that

utilitarianism is the theory that the production of happiness and reduction of
unhappiness should be the standard by which actions are judged right or wrong and
by which the rules of morality, laws, public policies, and social institutions are to be
critically evaluated. (30 marks)
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