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INSTRUCTIONS  
 
 

Answer ONE (1) question only.  
 
 
 

Credit will be awarded for analytical thinking and application of 
theories and concepts.  



Question 1 

Hawa Abdu, a 38-year old Nigerian mother of two was abducted by Boko Haram in 2014 and 

spent four years with the outlawed terrorist group moving around the north-east of Nigeria. She 

has been living in Minawao, a camp for Nigerian refugees in the Far North region of Cameroon, 

since January 2018. 

In 2014, my mother was in Bama, a town in between the state capital of Borno State, Nigeria, and 

the border with Cameroon, so I went to see her. One day, we were told by the local authorities that 

it was not safe to stay, but I refused to move my mother because she was sick. The terrorists entered 

the town at 4 a.m. the next day and gathered in the market. It was beyond our power to prevent 

them. 

I heard gunshots from all sides, and in the confusion, my two children ran in one direction and I 

went with my mother in another. We were caught by terrorists and my mother was slapped and 

left on the ground. I was taken, many of us were taken, by the terrorists. We were driven to the 

town of Zamaimaya and then had to walk 10 kilometres into the bush. 

All but the young girls were forced to marry a Boko Haram fighter. I refused to begin with, 

however after three days I realized I had no choice but to agree, because they said if we did not 

marry, we would be executed. I was ordered to convert to Islam, which I did before the marriage. 

After I married, I was beaten a lot and given very little food. One time I spent seven days without 

food. Sometimes I was given dindiri or beans to eat. I suffered a lot from hunger. I hated being 

married to a Boko Haram fighter. The terrorists killed many people in front of us. We did not have 

the power to stop that happening.We moved around the bush a lot, changing locations day by day. 

God saved me during these harsh times. 

One day, my daughter Hadiza who is 13-years old managed to escape. I have not seen her since. I 

pray every day that she is still alive. I do not know where my mother is. And then later soldiers 

came and chased away Boko Haram, and they helped me and my other daughter, Fatima, who is 

now 14 years old, to escape. She is with me in Minawao camp today. I have spent over a year in 

this camp and have been given food and clothes by my neighbours. I have not eaten chicken since 

I have been here. I sell groundnuts to make a little money. I need a mat, a pot and more clothes. I 

am suffering from heart disease and anxiety and cannot forget how I was separated from my 

parents and brothers and the killings I saw. I think about this every day. One way I can relax is by 



listening to Hausa Fulani songs. I sometimes borrow my neighbor’s phone to listen. It makes me 

happy; it gives me peace of mind. 

 

From the narration above, chronicle the plight of women and children with regard to 

terrorism? (100 marks) 

 

Question 2 

Ethnic conflict, is a form of conflict in which the objectives of at least one party are defined in 

ethnic terms, and the conflict, its antecedents, and possible solutions are perceived along ethnic 

lines. The conflict is usually not about ethnic differences themselves but over political, economic, 

social, cultural, or territorial matters. Ethnic identity is formed by both tangible and intangible 

characteristics. Tangible characteristics, such as shared culture or common visible physical traits, 

are important because they contribute to the group’s feeling of identity, solidarity, and uniqueness. 

As a result, the group considers perceived and real threats to its tangible characteristics as risks to 

its identity. If the group takes steps to confront the threats, its ethnicity becomes politicized and 

the group becomes a political actor by virtue of its shared identity. On the other hand, ethnicity is 

just as much based on intangible factors—namely, on what people believe, or are made to believe, 

to create a sense of solidarity among members of a particular ethnic group and to exclude those 

who are not members. 

 

Using the passage above, give a scenario which depicts how ethnic conflict leads to conflict 

and displacement. (100 marks) 

 

Question 3 

The resource curse might be defined as the adverse effects of a country's natural resource wealth 

on its economic, social, or political well-being. The term was first used in print by economic 

geographer Richard Auty in 1993 (Auty 1993). Over the last decade it has been used by both 

scholars and policymakers to explain a wide range of maladies in resource-rich countries, 

particularly in Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, and the former Soviet Union. A wider range 

of resources—including petroleum, gemstones, and other types of high-value minerals—have been 



linked to civil conflict. Several studies have tried to explain why different resources seem to have 

different political consequences, but no explanation has been subject to careful testing (Le Billon 

2001, 2012; Ross 2003). 

 

Through the depiction made above, give an appraisal on whether the resource curse real or 

illusory (100 marks) 


