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Answer any ONE question  

 

Question 1 

You were appointed a member of the National Research Ethics Committee in January this year 

and you have been given a clinical research proposal to review.  

Give a detailed account of the seven requirements that the research proposal should have for it to 

be labelled as “ethical”. (100 marks) 

 

Question 2 

Analytic studies are undertaken to test specific hypotheses. Participants are compared in order to 

estimate the magnitude of association between exposures and outcomes. 

 

a. Discuss in detail the distinguishing features of the following: 

i. A cohort study   (30 marks) 

ii. A case control study  (30 marks) 

iii. A cross sectional study (30 marks) 

b. What are the advantages and disadvantages of case control studies?  (10 marks) 

 

Question 3 

Data are measurements or observations that are collected as a source of information. These data 

are then analysed, cleaned, transformed and modelled with the aim of highlighting useful 

information, suggesting conclusions and supporting decision making. 

 

a. Discuss the various types of data that are collected in different research studies and 

how each of them is collected. (60 marks)   

b. Giving examples, discuss in detail how you can use tables and graphs to present 

research findings.    (40 marks) 
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